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Building A Greater Bronx
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New Yor kten@le Grgen Rooftop Urban Farm Cultivates
More Than Food

January 10, 2014
by Robin Plaskoff Horton

When thinking of the

Bronx, the northernmost

of New York City’'s f
boroughs, one might think

first of Yankee Stadium,

the Bronx Zoo, or the\ew

York Botanical

Garden.But what about

farming?

Up above one of the

nei ghb onreddentatl ' s
buildings, arooftop urban

@ farm produced over 1000

" Ibs. of produce last

season



http://www.urbangardensweb.com/author/Robin/
http://www.nybg.org/
http://www.nybg.org/
http://www.nybg.org/
http://www.urbangardensweb.com/2011/09/08/produce-hoisted-from-rooftop-vertical-farm-to-kitchen/
http://www.urbangardensweb.com/2011/09/08/produce-hoisted-from-rooftop-vertical-farm-to-kitchen/
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Intervale Green Rooftop Farserves thdargest multifamily, affordable housing development in
the nation. The building consists 128 affordable apartments, 39 of which were satide
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http://www.urbangardensweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/interval.jpg
http://bronxrooftopfarm.wordpress.com/

Spnsoed by 2 Y Sy Qa 2 dzZomiy Fevelophient Qério(HEo);he farm
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community bonds, and move towards a healthier, more-sa#tainable lifestyle.



http://www.urbangardensweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Intervale-fulla-e1381333082330.jpg
http://www.whedco.org/
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http://www.urbangardensweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/intervale-rooftop-urban-farm-young-farmer.png

The rooftop farm began with about 556idch containers full of soil but with limited potential.
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halfway through smmer, resident farmers managed to harvest over 135 pounds of produce.


http://www.urbangardensweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/intervale-rooftop-greenery-e1379042853173.jpg

Resident Benito Quezada with some seeds for the farm. Photo: RichaugsHeY Daily News.
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reduce storm water runoff and improve air quality in a neighborhadich has the second
highest asthma rate in the Bronx.


http://www.urbangardensweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/intervale-green-rooftop-urban-farm-resident-rharbus-nydailynews.png
http://www.urbangardensweb.com/2013/05/28/the-cocktail-gardener-cultivates-garden-pop-up-bar-on-london-rooftop/
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Residents like the Mandervilles, above, are a beautiful example of what a posithienportant
experience urban farming can be for a family. Vivian came to New York City as a carpenter
renovating higkend apartments, but her roots stemmed from the Georgia farm of her
childhood. She wanted her children to experience growing and eatsf) fregetables and fruits
just as she had throughout her youth.


http://www.urbangardensweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/intervals-mandervilles-.jpg
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Cultivating Community
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thyme, parsley, okra, and strawberriesll in a 56square foot plot. As a family, they enjoy

bonding with their community by sharing the surplus of their harvest, particularly at a nearby

home for the elderly.


http://www.urbangardensweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/intervales.jpg
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A Sound Idea

On the horizon for WHEDSoa h#kd&pohicroof garden and open green space, part of a
development of 270 affordable apartments, including apartmentsesidle fo elder musicians.
TheBronx Music Heritage Centawill serve as a community performance space and archive.

If projectslike Intervale Farm inform the future of our urban corridors, we can look forward to
greener, more vibrant communities where before there were food deserts.


http://www.urbangardensweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/intervale-green-rooftop-urban-farm-sharing-produce.png
http://www.urbangardensweb.com/2009/10/10/greening-vacant-real-estate-repurposing-into-urban-gardens/
http://www.whedco.org/arts/bronxmusicheritagecenter



http://www.urbangardensweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/intervale-farmsunsetskyline1.jpg

